It’s When you Know You’re Licked Before You Begin


But You Begin Anyway



after To Kill a Mockingbird

Having set forth sail in a boat with strong gale

blowing off course against me

yet to challenge nature

to see a valiant struggle against her force

even with nickel charges hard to afford

you go forth anyway

Atticus knew he was licked when he

took the case, but that didn’t stop him 

from standing up for what he believed in.

Rolling out to the side of the bed

a slow tip and off the mattress I go

in the split second before I hit the floor

cold air seizes me, and so does a smile.
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